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Scottish Disability Equality Forum 

Shaping and Leading Disability Equality in Scotland 

 

SDEF Response  

Call for Evidence 

Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill 
 
Scottish Disability Equality Forum (SDEF) works for social inclusion in 
Scotland through the removal of barriers to equality and the promotion of 
independent living for people affected by disability.  
 
We are a membership organisation, representing individuals affected by 
disability, and organisations and groups who share our values. Our aim 
is to ensure that the voices of people affected by disability are heard and 
heeded within their own communities and at a national and political 
level. 
 

About this call for written evidence 
 
The Footway Parking and Double Parking (Scotland) Bill was introduced 
to the Scottish Parliament on 20 May 2015.   The Bill is a members’ bill 
and the member in charge is Sandra White MSP. 
 
The Bill would make it an offence to: 
 

 park on the pavement, which is also known as the footway 

 park on a road next to a dropped kerb 

 double park, defined as parking where no part of the vehicle is 

within 50cm of the kerb 

 
Local authorities would be able to make some areas 
exempt from the provisions of the Bill. 
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The ban would be enforced by Police Scotland or, in areas where local 
authorities are responsible for parking enforcement, individual local 
authorities. 
 

Response 
 
Before completing this response, SDEF polled its members, made up of 
individuals, organisations and Access Panels, with a shorter version of 
this consultation.  We have used these to help develop our response. 
 

Your experience of footway, dropped kerb and double 
parking 
 

1. Have you experienced problems with: 

 Vehicles parked on the pavement  

 Vehicles parked on the road next to a dropped kerb 

 Vehicles that are double parked   

 
98% of our members who responded stated they have had problems 
with vehicles parked on the pavement 
  
89% of our members who responded stated they have had problems 
with vehicles parked on the road next to a dropped  
 
75% of our members who responded stated they have had problems 
with vehicles that are double parked 
 
If you answered "yes" to any of these questions then please tell us 
more about your experiences below. 
 
There is a widespread problem for disabled people in using pavements 
due to drivers blocking dropped kerbs and parking on pavements.  Many 
of our members experience a daily struggle to live their life 
independently due to this barrier to access which can be 
controlled.   
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This selfish act can cause unnecessary stress on someone who uses a 
wheelchair, mobility aid or unable to walk long distances.  In the many 
examples provided by our members, people have to take long diversions 
because of this problem, causing deterioration in their health and 
wellbeing but also putting their safety at risk. 
 
This Bill is greatly welcomed by our members and SDEF, and if this Bill 
is passed, SDEF and Access Panels in Scotland would support the 
awareness raising with Local Authorities and Police Scotland on the 
importance of the provisions in this Bill. 
 
There is also a need for widespread education and awareness to 
drivers, and again if the Bill is passed, clearly outline what the penalties 
would be if they park on the pavement, park on the road next to a 
dropped kerb or double park their vehicle.  The penalty should be at a 
level to deter drivers from doing this. 
 
The enforcement of this Bill should be consistent throughout Scotland, 
and not enforced differently in Local Authority areas.  To ensure 
widespread understanding of the provisions, the exemptions and 
penalties should be the same across Scotland, so drivers no matter 
where they live understand this. 
 
Members’ comments: 
 
“I have mobility issues; sometimes it is unsafe to step down on to the 
road if I am in pain so it is safer for me to cross the road where there is a 
dropped kerb. I abandon my journey if I can’t cross the road because 
there is a car beside a dropped kerb.” 
 
“It is something which happens every day around Paisley and no one 
does anything about it other than the Access Panel who keeps reporting 
it” 
 
“Mostly vehicles parked next to a dropped kerb and I have had to wheel 
a few hundred metres to find the next one (if there is one). This is 
predominantly in town centres but it's happening more often in 
residential areas. It's even worse when it's bad weather.” 
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“Sadly this is a daily occurrence; I have no answer to this problem!” 
 
 

Exceptions to the ban on footway, dropped kerb and 
double parking 
 

2. The Bill would still allow parking on a footway or next to a 

dropped kerb or double parking where it is an emergency 

vehicle, where there is a designated parking space or if it is in 

an exempt area. These are called exemptions. 

 
Parking would also be allowed on a road next to a dropped kerb 
outside residential premises. 
 
What do you think about these exemptions? 
 
68% of our members who responded agree that this exemption is 
acceptable.  
 
Why do you think this? 
 
Both SDEF and our members agree in principle with these exemptions, 
however we would like to ask how will these exemptions be monitored?  
We agree fully with the exemption that drivers can pull in safely on a 
pavement or next to a dropped kerb for an emergency vehicle or to 
avoid an accident.  However there is an existing and ongoing issue with 
non- blue badge holder drivers parking in Accessible Parking Bays.   
 
Our members are suggesting that designated parking areas and drop off 
points will need to be clearly signed and known that the driver can only 
park there for less than 5 minutes and be present in the vehicle during 
that time.  Wider awareness of the priority needs of a disabled person 
has to take place, to make drivers aware of why and what affect this 
behavior can have on someone who requires to use a dropped kerb or 
needs to park close to a building. 
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Members’ comments: 
 
“This seems fair and sensible for all. Where people are getting on and 
off a vehicle, I think the exemption should apply only to people with 
disabilities. At designated alighting places, taxi rank, bus stops; 
thoughtful provision of dropped kerbs should be made.” 
 
“Provided this "waiting period" is not abused. In the area where I live 
(Isle of Mull) it is also VERY common to see able bodied people, in cars, 
using clearly marked Disabled Parking bays as "waiting areas" - male/ 
husband in the car, wife/mate in the Coop. Similarly, the Police have 
duties but do not enforce them! What NEEDS to be overcome is many 
years of "turning a blind eye" by local, small community Police and more 
of them doing the job they are supposed to do – after all, there is not 
much else for them to do in these places!” 
 
“But only if the driver moves on after dropping someone off”    
 

3. There would also be circumstances when vehicles would still 

be allowed to park for no longer than is necessary on a road 

next to a dropped kerb or double park. For example, where 

the vehicle is being used to deliver or collect goods, to collect 

waste or in connection with utility works. 

What do you think about these exemptions? 
 
55% of members who responded agree that these exemptions are 
acceptable.  
 
40% of members who responded agree that there are too many 
exemptions proposed for parking in these areas.    
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Why do you think this? 
 
SDEF and our members are concerned that the exemptions outlined 
here could be abused.  Whilst there is a necessary need for services to 
be delivered, drivers may abuse the exemptions and again this comes 
down to how this is policed and monitored.   
 
There is frustration amongst our members that current designated 
accessible parking and loading bays are being abused by drivers.  The 
solution may be to put a time limit on these exemptions and ensure that 
Police and premise holders have the authority to enforce. 
 
Members’ comments: 
 
“There have to be exceptions! It is about being reasonable and about the 
length of time which is NOT abused. So many times I see local clearly 
marked Disabled Parking bays used as loading bays by delivery trucks - 
next to our local Pharmacy is a Hotel - frequently, daily, for lengthy 
periods of time, sometime several times a day, 2 clearly marked 
Disabled bays are either commandeered or blocked of by double parked 
delivery vehicles - Pharmacy deliveries, Brewer deliveries, Courier 
vehicles, Food deliveries, etc. Once again, this has been ongoing for 
many years and generations of local Police have done NOTHING to stop 
it!” 
 
“Could and would be abused. Loading bays are plentiful in my area and 
can be used for the intended purpose. In the case of waste removal, bin 
lorries I have observed normally have a driver and collector, so again 
would not cause a problem provided the driver of the vehicle is present.” 
 
 
“If there are enough dropped kerbs, it should be possible to avoid 
encountering delivery vehicles. I think there is a fundamental difficulty in 
that there is little or no awareness of the existence of and requirement 
for dropped kerbs.  Disability awareness amongst the general population 
is abysmal and, unfortunately, selfishness and aggression are prevalent. 
Unless the function and necessity for dropped kerbs is highlighted and 
rigorously safeguarded, changes in legislation and the fine 
tuning of exemptions, will have no impact whatsoever.” 
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Exceptions to the ban to allow waiting 
 

4. The Bill would allow vehicles to wait on a footpath or on a 

road next to a dropped kerb or double park for a limited time 

in some circumstances. For example, to allow an emergency 

vehicle to pass safely, where people are getting on or off a 

vehicle or where a driver needs to stop to avoid an accident. 

What do you think about these exemptions? 
 
75% of our members who responded agree that these exemptions are 
acceptable.   
 
Why do you think this? 
 
The majority of our members and SDEF feel that this is a reasonable 
exemption.  The general consensus is in agreement about emergency 
vehicles and avoiding an accident to wait on a footpath or on a road next 
to a dropped kerb or double park.  However it is considered 
unacceptable, to allow drivers to get out of or into a vehicle.  There are 
designated drop off points in various places, and these could potentially 
be increased to eliminate risk of harm or injury to disabled people.     
 
Members’ comments 
 
“The vehicle should NOT be allowed to wait on a pavement under any 
circumstance but an emergency!!!! Where I live, there are many single 
track roads and this will only lead to further/continued ABUSE!!!! The 
Police have duties but do not enforce them! What NEEDS to be 
overcome is many years of "turning a blind eye" by local, small 
community Police and more of them doing the job they are supposed to 
do - after all, there is not much else for them to do in these places!” 
 
“agree with emergency vehicles and with avoiding an accident but not 
with people exiting a vehicles unless the person concerned is disabled 
or elderly when this could be a problem but would only lead 
to the exemption becoming an norm and everyone doing 
what they like regardless - because there would be no 
consequence or penalty” 
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“Taken advantage of safe driving will prevail, start making specific 
exemption and people will try to fit their actions to the exemption, and 
they will still be causing and obstruction”   
 

Roads where the ban would not apply 
 

5. Under the Bill, local authorities would be able to name certain 

roads, or parts of roads, where the ban would not apply. It is 

worth noting that the Bill will only apply to roads in built up 

areas.  

Should the Bill allow local authorities to exempt some roads, or 
parts of roads, from the ban on footway, dropped kerb and double 
parking?  
 
73% of our members who responded agree that the Bill should not allow 
local authorities to exempt some roads, or parts of roads, from the ban 
on footway, dropped kerb and double parking. 
 

6. What sort of roads or parts of roads should the ban not apply 

to? 

The majority of our members and SDEF feel that the ban should apply to 
all roads across the country.  This would mean drivers should never be 
uncertain of the ruling and will avoid confusion. This would also enable a 
simpler enforcement process. 
 
Members’ comments 
 
“That would cause confusion and it should be one ruling for all” 
 
“I think that in principle the ban should apply to all roads. Double parking 
can be a problem even in areas that are not built up.” 
 
“The ban should be applied to all roads thus causing less confusion for 
all users.” 
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Enforcement 
 

7. Enforcement of the ban on footway, dropped kerb and double 

parking would be the responsibility of the Police, where they 

retain responsibility for parking enforcement. Local 

authorities would be responsible for enforcement of the ban 

where they have already assumed responsibility for parking 

enforcement. 

Do you think the police or local authorities would be able to 
enforce the proposed ban on footway, dropped kerb and double 
parking? 
 
57% of our members’ who responded feel that the Police and local 
authorities will be unable to enforce the proposed ban on footway, 
dropped kerb and double parking. 
 
If no, why do you think this? 
 
The majority of our members and SDEF feel that this wouldn’t be 
possible because police resources are already at an all time low and will 
be unable to fully enforce this ban, as much as we would like it to 
happen. 
 
However, the following suggestions could be considered how this can be 
enforced: 
 

1. There could be an APP from Police Scotland for any person to 

report an incident which is affecting them from continuing their own 

journey.  For example, the APP could allow upload of a 

photograph of the car parked on a dropped kerb, with an option to 

type in a few sentences in how this is affecting that person.  Police 

Scotland could then prioritise the log and take forward as 

necessary. 
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2. There are 47 Access Panels throughout Scotland, and each is 

volunteer led and focuses on accessibility in their communities. 

Similar to the Hate Crime Third Party Reporting Centres, groups 

like Access Panels could become a Third Party Reporting Centre 

for this legislation.  They could also advocate and promote this 

legislation along with the Local Authority in their community. 

Members’ comments 
 
“Due to cutbacks there is not enough resources to enforce this” 
 
“Currently, in my local town we do not have anyone who ensures people 
are parking appropriately. I don't see that there would be any difference 
with this new bill.” 
 
“Their resources are stretched as it is. However, when they are 
specifically contacted about this issue it would allow them to act on the 
complainant's behalf. At present the response is often to approach the 
person one’s self.” 
 
“It would be disregarded in many rural villages as there are few police 
around and by the time you waited on one the other driver could/would 
probably moved by then” 
 
 

About you 
 
It would be useful if you could answer the following questions about 
yourself. The answers to these questions will allow the Committee to see 
if there are any issues affecting particular groups of people. 
 

8. Are you: 

Male  50% 
Female 50% 
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9. Your age: 

0-15  0% 
16-24  2% 
25-34  4% 
35-44  6% 
45-54  15% 
55-64  46% 
64-74  27% 
75-84  0% 
85+  0% 
 
The age group who responded from our membership is predominantly 
45+.  There is a lack of younger disabled people participating in this and 
may not adequately reflect the needs and comments of this group.  We 
would recommend a further consultation to look at the impact of this 
legislation on younger people. 
 

10. Do you regularly use one, or more, of the following 

(please tick all that apply) 

 
Walking aid  40% 
Wheelchair   37% 
Mobility scooter  13% 
Pram/baby buggy 8% 
Bicycle   3% 
 
Other device affected by footway, dropped kerb or double parking 
(please specify): 
 

 Mobility scooter 

 Driver for a wheelchair user 

 Guide dog owner 

 Use shopping trolley 
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